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SERMON Ar THE ORDINATION 


OF THE REV. MR. BANCROFT. 


I. CORINTHIANS, xn. 31. 


BUT COVET EARNESTLY THE BEST GIFTS: 
AND YET SHEW I UNTO YOU A MORE 
EXCELLENT WAY, 


1 HIS direction of St. Paul to the mem- 
bers of the Church of Corinth reſpects the ſin- 
gular abilities neceſſary to the introduction of 
the Chriſtian faith and worſhip amongſt men : 
But which ceaſed to be neceſſary, as ſoon as that 
valuable end was effected. In that extraordina- 
ry period of Chriſtianity, not only the more dig- 
nified officers of the Church, but alſo her com- 
mon members, were ſometimes ſupernaturally 
qualified for publick inſtruction, and for in- 


sus; and rne accompiuninents"6t he who 
« ſhould labour amongſt them in his cauſe, in 
the particular character of Miniſters. 


WHEN cob began the formation of the world 
in which we dwell, he exerted himſelf by won- 
drous acts of omnipotence, until he had perfect- 
ed the admirable frame in all its parts, and giv- 
en energy to the powers, by which he would 
have it maintained and governed: He then ceaſ- 
ed to act immediately, and left its preſervation 
and government to his general providence, and 
the regular efficiency of thoſe great cauſes in na- 
ture, which he knew would maintain its harmo- 
ny and uſe. So when he entered upon the cre- 
ation of the ſpiritual world, over which cuRIsT 
JEsus was to preſide, he gave it form, beauty, 
and utility, by a conveyance of powers to his a- 
gents for accompliſhing that divine work, far 
exceeding the ſtrength of human nature : But 
when its parts were formed according to his per- 
fect idea—when it had excited attention and 
acquired reputation—when thoſe powers he 
gave it began to operate and produce their deſign- 


7 
ed effect he then withdrew his extraordinary 
aids, and truſted its exiſtence and welfare to the 
action of thoſe cauſes alone, and the occaſional 
interpoſition of its inviſible Head. From 
« this time, we are to conceive of the Chriſtian 
« Society preſerved and increaſed by the opera- 
« tion of the powers within itſelf, as all other 
« ſocieties are; and obliged to adopt the ſame 
« prudential maxims, eſpecially, in the election 
« of particular perſons to the difficult charge of 
e inſtruction and government.” 


VARIOUS were the offices inſtituted in the pri- 
mitive Church, and the powers communicated to 
her members, which are withdrawn from us, be- 
cauſe they would be of no ſervice in our ſituati- 
on : Some of which were eſteemed much more 
honourable and important than others, if they 
were not more uſeful : And human nature muſt 
have been very different, in the candidates for 
them, from what we experience it, if in general, 
they were not carneſtly deſirous, rather of thoſe 
which were the moſt ſplendid, than of thoſe 
which humbler, in the publick eſtimation, would 
yet more advance the fortunes of the riſing 
Church. This temper ſo unreaſonable and un- 
edifying, the Apoſtle meant to correct in our 
text, by exhorting them to place their wiſhes on 


the be, which were the gifts moſt advantageous 
to themſelves and the general intereſt of Chriſti- 
anity. Still our Apoſtle was ſo well acquainted 
with human nature, as to know, the love of 
improvement, diſtinction, and excellence, was 
one of its eſſential paſſions, and often produc- 
tive of the moſt beneficial conſeqyences ; and fo 
accurately underſtood the obligations of piety 
and virtue, as to know, we never act more lau- 
dably in the ſight of heaven, than when we juſt- 
ifiably exert ourſelves to riſe from obſcurity to 
publick notice, and render ourſelves eminent for 
great and good improvements : Under the im- 
preſſion of theſe ſentiments he addreſſes the Co- 
rinthians—Covet earneſtly the beſt gifts : And yet 
fſhew J unto you a more excellent way“ Chenſh 
* the influence of lively deſire and ambition, 
% when, directed towards thoſe ſtations in the 
© Church and thoſe valuable abilities, which en- 
© able you to enlarge her bounds and promote 
her important intereſts Or, when they have 
e for their object the labours of thoſe amongſt 
« you as publick miniſters, who are beſt accom- 
e pliſhed to promote her increaſe, tranquillity, 
* and progreſs in m and holineſs.” 


THOUGH our ſituation differs, in many reſ- 
pects, from that of the primitive Chriſtians, yet 


& 
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the Apoſtle's advice, in its ſpirit, is adapted to 
our circumſtances; and Miniſters of the goſpel, 
and thoſe who hear them, cannot act under bet- 
ter influence, —Grant me, my HEARERS, your 
candid attention, while I make ſuch obſervations 
upon our text, as will I preſume be ſuitable to 
the preſent ſolemnity, and beneficial to thoſe 

Paſtors and private Chriſtians who pay them 
proper attention 


WE give a languid ſenſe of the Apoſtle's direc- 
tion, to covet earneſtly the beſt gifts, when we in- 
terpret 1t any thing leſs than a command to be- 
hold and ſeek them, with thoſe lively and vigour- 
ous defires which either conſtitute, or are the 
immediate effects of ambition, emulation, and, 
the love of deſerved praiſe ; we certainly vary 
from the meaning of the original verb“ tranſlated, 


covet earneſtly. 


REASON is implanted in human nature for 
wiſe and good purpoſes, and when well improv- 
ed, promotes our worth and beſt happineſs; yet 
the powerful influence of deſire and averſion is 
neceſſary to give force to her deciſions, and urge 
obedience to her commands. Reaſon teaches 
us, when deliberately conſulted, our general duty, 
and what is beſt to be done by us in every ſitua- 
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10 
tion of life; but is ſo far from effectually ſtimu: 
lating us to perform our duty, and provide for 
our eaſe, improvement, and happineſs, tliat 
were we under her influence alone, we ſhould 
probably reſt, in filent contemplation of her 
commands, to the neglect of all thoſe exertions, 
with which, by the ordination of ſupreme wiſ- 
dom, our preſervation, welfare, and excellence 
are connected.— He who made us, makes no- 
thing! in vain: Therefore, that Man, his favour- 
ite creature, upon this earth, might be accom- 
pliſned for his circumſtances, he has given him 
reaſon, more or leſs, enlightened by revelation, 
to guide him aright in his opinions ; and appe- 
tites, affections, and paſſions to animate his ac- 
tive powers to thoſe exertions, which preſerve 
him alive and increaſe his worth and felicity. 
Indeed, the more accurately we underſtand hu- 
man nature, the more clearly we ſhall conceive 
of reaſon as, but the mind which conceives a 
machine, marks out the bounds within whach it 
Mall act, and determines the nature of its move- 
ments ; while we eſteem deſire and averſion the 
weights, without whoſe energy all its parts wall 
remain inactive and uſeleſs, yet are no ſooner 
applied, than they are all in motion, and pro- 
duce their deſigned effects. Without reaſon, 
man ſinks below the brutes, becauſe he has not 


their inſtincts to controul his ſtrong animal de- 
ſires: Without appetite and paſſion, though poſ- 
ſeſſed of reaſon, he is torpid and inactive, and 
ſcarcely more valuable than a plant.—The de- 
gree, in which, ambition of excellence, the love 
of deſerved praiſe, emulation of riſing ſuperiour 
to others in amiable and worthy qualities, may 
originate from mind alone, or depend upon a par- 
ticular temperament of body, is uncertain; and a 
point, by no means, neceſſary to be determined 
by us, while we feel their operation proportioned 
to their original and acquired ſtrength.—The 
moſt important queſtion, relative to our affec- 
tions and paſſions, is Should they be ſtrength- 
ened and cheriſhed, or, curbed and deſtroyed ? 
If we determine this queſtion, by a conſideration 
of them unattended with conſequences, we can- 
not heſitate a moment, in our concluſion that, 
inſtead of being curbed, they ſhould be indulg- 
ed; and induſtriouſly ſtrengthened, inſtead of 
being deſtroyed —What can be more laudable, 
in an intelligent, active being, capable of con- 
tinual progreſs in whatever 1s reſpectable and 
amuable, great and good, than ardent deſires of 
exceeding, in worth, all around him; and of ad- 
vancing towards the ſtate of acknowledged ex- 
cellence, as the r:/ing ſun ſhines, more and more, un- 
to the perfect day? All intelligent and moral a- 
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gents, from the Father of Spirits to the humbleſt 
of our race, muſt applaud the temper and ac- 
knowledge it worthy and good ! It is true, if we 
examine it, in a near view of the effects which 
it ſometimes produces, and hear the paſſionate 
addreſſes of thoſe, who have ſuffered by its influ- 
ence, we may not only heſitate to adjudge it wor- 
thy, but condemn it, as pernicious. —Ambition, 
ſay they, bleeding with their wounds, ambition 
is the ſavage deſtroyer of friendſhip, the chief joy 
of private life ; and arms brethren againſt each 
other to the ruin of domeſtick peace and enjoy- 
ment. Ambition, in the Church, has been the 
unvarying ſource of thoſe incredible ſyſtems of 
faith and ſuperſtitious practices, fierce conten- 
tions and bloody perſecutions, which have diſ- 
graced reaſon, humanity, and the Chriſtian name! 
Ambition, in States, inſtead of ſhining upon 
them with the mild and genial influences of the 
ſun, which cheer, invigorate and fructify where- 
ver they extend, riſes upon them like a flam- 
ing meteor, which, though fplendid in its ap- 
pearance, fills with amazement and terrour the 
minds of ſpectators, and carries devaſtation and 
ruin through its whole progreſs But what is 
all this, but an high coloured painting of ill- 
governed and abuſed ambition? Ambition, when 


directed by the dictates of reaſon and religion, 
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ſtrengthens the bonds of friendſhip between pri- 
vate perſons,” and promotes the proſperity of fa- 
milies : Inlarges the minds of Churchmen, and 
renders them rational, catholick, and generous : 
Inſpires the Stateſman with great publick deſigns, 
and with heroick fortitude and perſeverance in 
his endeavours to accompliſh them !—The tem- 
per of ambition is neither diſcountenanced by the 
example of our Lonp, nor forbidden by his pre- 
cepts : Though the brightneſs of the Father's glory 
and expreſs image of his perſon,* yet, moved by 
the proſpect of exalted rank and worth, He became 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, firick- 
en, ſmitten of 60D, and afflifted :* The language 
of his goſpel to private Chriſtians is; Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven 
is perfect: To ſocieties of Chriſtians, Cover earn- 
ey the beſt gifts : It is good to be zealouſly a 
fected always in a good thing: To the Chriſtian 
Miniſter, Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto 60D, 
a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly di- 
viding the word of truth—Meditate upon theſe 
things, give thyſelf wholly to them; that thy profiting 
may appear to all. Nor can we, upon ſober re- 
flection, but eſteem that Miniſter of the Goſpel, in 
a right temper of mind and acting laudably, who, 
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14 
in imitation of his Divine Maſter, makes ſuperi- 
our excellence, in his profeſſion, an object of 
his warmeſt wiſhes and moſt ſpirited endeavours ; 
and that ſociety worthy of approbation and ap- 
plauſe, which ſeeks the ſettlement of thoſe a- 
mongſt them, who will exert themſelves to ſhine 
with diſtinguiſhed eminence. Shall not a teach- 
er of the religion, which promiſes peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, prize caſe and ſatisfaction of 
mind a moſt invaluable treaſure? What can yield 
him ſincerer peace, purer and more laſting ſatiſ- 
faction, than a conſciouſneſs, that it is his great 
deſire and unwearied labour, excellently to per- 
form the duties of his holy vocation? Shall he not 
highly value reputation, which yields his own 
mind refined pleaſure, and capacitates him for 
doing the more eſſential ſervices to the cauſe of 
piety and virtue, and the immortal intereſts of 
his fellow-men? Shall he not make the promo- 
tion of Chriſtian knowledge, and the increaſe of 
pure and undefiled religion, an object of conti- 
nued regard and exertion? Is he not the moſt 
certain of promoting theſe valuable ends, while 
labouring to acquire every degree of knowledge 
which may render him reſpectable and uſeful in 
his ſtation, and thoſe manners and modes of ad- 
dreſs which will give him the moſt extenſive in- 
fluence over mankind ?—We think but ſuperfi- 
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cially, if we ſuppoſe a Miniſter of this deſcrip- 
tion an inconſiderable bleſſing to a ſociety of 
Chriſtians :—He gives them a degree of reputa- 
tion and fame amongſt their neighbours, which 
| few congregations are unambitious enough to 
deſpiſe, and unfeeling enough to perceive with- 
out ſatisfaction and pleaſure : If they ſtudy a- 
muſement, ſurely, he bids faireſt to gratify their 
taſte, who addreſſes them upon the greateſt va- 
riety of ſubjects—by his arguments carries con- 
viction to their minds, and by the ornaments of 
his diſcourſes pleaſes their imaginations : If they 
ſtudy improvement, which ought to be the firſt 
conſideration with intelligent beings, will not 
he be the moſt likely to enlighten their minds 
and rectify their judgments, who has the moſt 
thorough underſtanding of the extenſive ſubjects 
of natural and revealed religion, and is the moſt 
apt to teach and perſuade ?—Nor need we fear, 
being under the too powerful influence of - 
ambition, emulation, and the love of deſerved 
praiſe, while, according to the advice of our A- 
poſtle, we ſtrengthen and govern them by the voice 
of CHARITY, the faireſt of all the lovely virtues, 
and the moſt beneficent ſpring of human action 
—for, Charity ſuffereth long and is kind; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puff. 
ed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not 
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her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, re. 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth: 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Though ae ſpeak with 
the tongues of men and angels, and have not charity, 
doe are become as ſounding braſs or a tinkling cym- 
bal. And though we underſtand all myſteries and all 
knowledge, and have not charity, we are nothing 
And though we beſtow all our goods to feed the poor, 
and give our bodies to be burned, and have not charity 
zt profiteth us nothing : But charity, when her do- 
minion is eſtabliſhed over our natural paſſions 
and affections, binds them faſt from doing ill, 
and urges them to exerciſes univerſally benefi- 
cial—ſhe exalts them into virtuous and beneficent 
principles of action, and moulds us into her ſpi- 
rit by their operation :—How happy muſt we 
then be!—Charity yields us the moſt conſtant, 
and the ſweeteſt joys of which we are capable, 
while we are paſſing through this ſtate of imper- 
fection and ſorrow ! Charity never faileth; but 
whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; whe- 
ther there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe ; whether 
there be knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh away ;—but 
charity ſhall abide with us, when every human 
bleſſing and excellence fail, and introduce us to a 
ſtate of perpetual purity, and immortal bliſs 
and love. 
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THE man who takes upon himſelf the office 
of a Chriſtian Miniſter, while he has no faith 


in the divine authority of the religion he under- 


takes to preach, cannot have a good mind. He, 


who firmly beheving the Chriſtian religion, is 
not ſo attached to its intereſts, as to be really 
deſirous of promoting them in the character of 
a Chriſtian Miniſter, and pleaſed with the exer- 
tions neceſſary for this purpoſe, had far better 
make choice of another courſe of life—its ſtu- 
dies will be diſagreeable to him, its offices and 
unavoidable ſelf-denials, mortifying to his feel- 
ings: A ſociety, really deſirous of promoting 
piety and virtue by the preaching of Chriſtiani- 
ty, would act moſt abſurdly, in chuſing perſons 
of either character to officiate with them, in the 
important office of goſpel Miniſters ;—the firſt 
will be a diſguiſed enemy, and probably leſſen 
and ſubvert the great intereſt they wiſh to pro- 
mote ;—the ſecond, a lukewarm friend, and nev- 


er ſteadily active to give the cauſe deſerved diſ- 


tinction and ſucceſs. But ſuppoſing theſe eſſen- 
tial requiſites in thoſe who devote themſelves to 
the ſervice of op and mankind, in the goſpel 
miniſtry, then, the bet gifts, which ſhould be 
the object of their ambition, are thoſe qualifica- 
tions, which will render them moſt reſpectable 


and uſeful in the particular period when they 
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live and exert themſelves. Time, which produ- 
ces material alterations in every thing, greatly af. 


fects the department of a goſpel Miniſter. The 


Clergy of the laſt century, and the beginning of 
the preſent, were worthy, learned, and excel- 
lently qualified to do eſſential ſervice in their day 
and generation: But could the moſt accompliſh. 
ed and popular of the number be now brought 
upon the ſtage, he would be diſregarded, if not 


ridiculed; His manners and dreſs would be eſ- 


teemed preciſe and ſupercilious—his diction, ob- 
ſcure and barbarous—his 1deas of Church goy- 
ernment, tyrannical ; and his plans of uniformi- 
ty, perſecuting—his underſtanding of the great 
truths of natural religion, and the baſis upon 
which Chriſtianity ſtands, incomplete and ſu - 
perficial: Was he a man of good ſenſe, improve- 
able genius, and ſteady application, by com- 
merce with thoſe around him, in his manners 
and dreſs, he would ſoon learn to avoid ſingula- 
rity, and to render himſelf pleaſing ; by ſtudy, 
and mixing with people of different ſentiments, 
he would ſoon acquire that degree.of knowledge, 
liberality of thinking, and thoſe modes of wri- 
ting and preaching, which would render him 
reſpectable, agreeable, and uſeful : Theſe acqui- 
ſitions he would eſteem thoſe gifts, for which he 
ſhould inceſſantly labour. —Cauſes have been o- 


2 
perating through a long courſe of time, and gra- gra- 
dually increaſing in ſtrength, which have pro- 
duced a complete change of the ſituation of the 
preſent Miniſters of the goſpel in this Common- 
wealth, when compared with the ſituation of 
their fathers of the laſt, and the beginning of 
this century. In their time, veneration for the 
ſuppoſed facred character of Miniſters, and a live- 
ly conviction of the intimate connection between 
their good fame and the reputation of religion, 
placed them in ſecurity from every rude, and, 
ſometimes, from deſerved attacks occaſioned 
the veil of charity to be caſt over the improprie- 
ties of their conduct, and the veil of ſecrecy over 
their vices: Books upon facred ſubjects, differ- 
ing from the publick ſtandard of faith, were de- 
poſited with them, and were rehgiouſly ſhut up 
from the Laity; and learning, in its various 
branches, was chiefly confined to their order, 
and thoſe who immediately depended upon their 
ſupport and favour: Publick worſhip was at- 
tended, by perſons of every deſcription, punctili- 
ouſly—thoſe few who cuſtomarily neglected the 
houſe of prayer and inſtruction, were eſteemed 
impious and profligate: Education was by no 
means fo general as it is now—of conſequence, 
the judges of ſentiment and compoſition, were a 
much ſmaller number: Sects were not multipli- 
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ed: Salvation was ſuppoſed confined to a parti. 
cular creed and a particular mode of church dif. 
cipline : Diſſenters were ſtiled ſchiſmaticks, ob- 
noxious to perſecution, and fit only to be burn- 
ed ; and thoſe were ſcarcely viewed in a more 
favourable light, who in the moſt cautious and 
gentle manner eſpouſed their cauſe : Infidels were 
a ſmall band, and fo conſtantly expoſed to re- 
proach and danger, by a publication of their o- 
pinions, that they carefully ſecreted them from 
the publick eye: The road to civil diſtinction 
and honours was barred againſt all, who were 
not of the ſame religious profeſſion with the ma- 
Jority : One Church reigned ſupreme, and ſuf- 
fered others to exiſt only by toleration.—But, the 
diſpoſition of the preſent age, is ſo far from ſeek- 
ing to aggrandize the Miniſters of religion, and 
give them- an extenſive and growing influence, 
that a great variety of cauſes are put in motion 
to deprive them of their reputation and power, 
and reduce them to an humble ſtation. —Treat- 
iſes upon the moſt venerable ſubjects of natural 
and revealed religion—deſcribing the different 
ſchemes of either, which have been taught, and 
accurately ſtating their ſtrength, are written, dif- 
fuſed, and very generally read: The taſte for li- 
terature gathers ſtrength daily, and the numbers 
multiply, in every ſituation, of thoſe who are 


judges of ſenſible and elegant compoſition: The 


publick forms of divine worſhip, which were once 


ſo generally attended from a ſenſe of reputation 
and duty, are now entirely deſerted by many, or, 
very ſeldom obſerved ; and this diſpoſition is ra- 


pidly increaſing : The great variety of religious 


parties, abounding with ſenſible and good men, 
demonſtrates that, uniformity of opinion and 
worſhip, is not eſſential to the peace and proſ- 
perity of civil ſociety ; and that true religion and 
real abilities of mind are, by no means, the un- 


divided inheritance of any particular religious 
profeſſion : Free acquaintance with foreigners, 
greater diſſipation of mind, and more general 


reading, have vaſtly increaſed infidelity ; and the 


ſpirit is ſtill ſpreading : The Government places 


all Societies of Chriſtians upon the ſame foot- 
ing, and grants them equally the protection of 
Law—diſtinguiſhes none of them with particular 


immunities and fingular favours ; but wiſely 


leaves them to gain numbers and diſtinction by 
their own conſtitutions, and the regularity of 
their proceedings—by the abilities of their mem- 
bers, their worth and amiable manners. The 
alteration is indeed great; but like all other im- 
portant alterations, attended with its good, as 
well as bad effects. The pious and humane can- 
not but mourn the growing neglect of publick 
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worſhip, which religion teaches them is a divine 
inſtitution; and experience proves is followed 
with the beſt civil and religious advantages! The 
ſincere Chriſtian cannot but mourn the increaſe 
of infidelity, which takes from man his moſt 
cheerful hopes, and hinders the influence of the 
moſt potent religious motives upon his mind and 
paſſions !—But he glories when he contemplates 
the arm of perſecution unnerved ; and charity o- 
pening temples of worſhip for every perſuaſion; 
and inſpiring the ſervants of the ſame 60D and 
Maſter with ſentiments of indulgence and ami- 
ty: The path to diſtinction and honours, free to 
the ſenſible and worthy of every communion : 
No particular Church, invidiouſly raiſed above 
others, by the terrours, or the charms of an eſ- 
tabhiſhment : Theſe are triumphs of wiſdom 
over ignorance, catholiciſm over bigotry and op- 
preſſion, which cannot be contemplated by men 
of enlarged and liberal minds, without fincere 
approbation and elevated pleafure !—Why, when 
we find it by conſtant experience vain to expect 
we ſhould think alike upon the intereſting ſub- 
jects of religion, ſhould any of us have power to 
oppreſs and injure thoſe who think differently 
from us ?—Why, when we are the common ſub- 
jects of 60D, and only anſwerable at his unerring 
tribunal for our religious ſentiments and prac- 
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tices, ſhould we not have the uncontrouled lib. 
erty of thinking for ourſelves, without reproach ; 
and of worſhipping Go in that way which our 
conſciences approve, not hurtful to others, with- 
out injury ? Why ſhould one denomination of 
Chriſtians be accounted the infallible ſtandard of 
truth, and crowned with diſtinguiſhed honours 
and emoluments, while others as pure and as 
well inſtructed, are deſpiſed and unendowed ?— 
Why ſhould not all men, who are equally capa- 
ble and faithful, have an equal proſpect of the 
confidence and honours of the Government of 
which they are ſubjects ?—Theſe changes in our 
ſituation, are certainly, I again repeat it, the tri- 
umphs of wiſdom over ignorance, charity over 
bigotry and oppreſſion, which cannot be con- 
templated by men of enlarged and liberal minds, 
without ſincere approbation and elevated pleaſure ! 


WE then, as Miniſters of religion, are deprived 
of many of thoſe props, which have heretofore 
upheld our order : And muſt henceforth ſtand 
reſpectably, by no other means, than acting 
with conſtancy according to the ſpirit of our diſ- 
tinct character, and ſteadily ſeeking the improve- 
ments, ornaments and advantages of our preſent 
fituation :—Theſe are thoſe be/# gifts, which we 
ſhould cover earneſtly, and ſeek with a degree of 


= 
zeal, controuled and governed by no authority 
but that of divine charity.—Let us remark upon 
ſeveral of theſe: 7 


BEFORE experience, it would be eaſily ſuppoſ- 
ed, the character of a Teacher of Chriſtianity 
would be entirely diſregarded, by ſuch as were in- 
different to her doctrines and rites, and uncon- 
cerned about her reputation and influence in the 
world: But the fact is, whatever the gauſes may 
be, that none are more apt to eye him with cri- 
tical attention, and with ſeverity cenſure him, 
when he acts inconſiſtently with his character, 
than thoſe who are very unconcerned about the 
propagation of piety and virtue, and very care- 
leſs about their own behaviour. Before experi- 
ence we might ſuppoſe, though we were com- 
pletely convinced a publick inſtructor was really 
vicious, yet we could hear with ſeriouſneſs, im- 
portant truths from his lips, and give them their 
deſerved weight—but we cannot hear with pa- 
tience and good effect the beſt reaſonings, and the 
warmeſt perſuaſions, of the preacher we eſteem 
bad. The character of a Miniſter of Religion 
is very diſtinct from any other; and cannot be 
ſupported and adorned without exact attention 
and conſtant exertion : Suſpicion will tarniſh its 
luſtre, and leſſen its good influence—allowed vice 


- 
will diſhonour, and totally ruin it.—Pious, and 
heavenly minded, without forbidding auſterity 
and gloom : Social, without compliance with a- 
ny of the dubious maxims and looſe precepts of 
the world: Firm to our purpoſes, without ill- 
nature and ſeverity : Humble, without unmanly 
weakneſs: Attentive to the concerns of life, with 
ſouls raiſed above its mtereſts : Charitable, with- 
out oftentation : Eſpecially, demonſtrating to 
all who behold us, that we are firmly perſuaded 
of the truth and importance of the religion we 
teach, and ſincerely wiſh to promote her domin- 
| jon over the hearts and manners of mankind, 
univerſally—We ſhould convince all who are con- 
nected with us, we are indeed the ſervants of 
the Moſt High 60D, who ſhew unto men the way 
of ſalvation ; and realize a character in the 
world, which the moſt abandoned cannot but eſ- 
teem and revere, and the beſt venerate and love. 


FEW of our order will ever be ſo indifferent to 
popularity, that the general and conſtant at- 
tendance of their pariſhioners ſhall not be very 
pleaſing to them : It is earneſtly to be wiſhed 
there never may be but few, who are willing 
they ſhould negle& ſo evident a part of duty, 
and fo well-formed a mean of improvement. 


But how ſhall we ſecure ſo good a purpoſe—fo 
; 
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encouraging and pleaſing to ourſelves, and ſo 
beneficial to our hearers? The former education 
of this land, taught us to conceive the Miniſters 
of religion, in an eminent ſenſe, the Ambaſſa- 
dours of GopD; and their diſcourſes, in as emi- 
nent a ſenſe, the Word of 60p—which needed no 
arts to recommend them, in abſenting ourſelves 
from hearing which, no excuſe would juſtify us, 
except abſolute neceſſity; and was the occaſion 
of that univerſal and conſtant attendance upon 
publick worſhip, which appeared wonderful to 
ſtrangers.—This education 1s now neglected ve- 
ry generally ; and there ſeems no way of ſupply- 
ing its good influence, but that of rendering our- 
ſelves, in the higheſt degree our abilities will al- 
low, reſpectable, agreeable, and uſeful in the Pul- 
pit. —Addrefles to heaven by prayer, the moſt ſol- 
emn part of divine worſhip, may be made diſguſt- 
ing, by their manner, ſubject and length ; or, they 
may be expreſſed in that becoming and beautiful 
language of devotion, and delivered with thoſe ap- 
pearances of deep humility and earneſt ſupplica- 
tion, which ſhall have a fine effect upon the hu- 
man mind and heart. Sermons may be a contin- 
ued repetition of the ſame truths and ſounds, 
until the ears of hearers are tired; or, may be 
rendered intereſting by a variety, not inconſiſt- 
ent with inſtruction ; and agrecable, by thoſe 
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beauties of language and ſtile, not inconſiſtent 
with the underſtanding of mixed aſſemblies 
They may be dull, unaffecting addreſſes, to the 
rational part of our nature, alone; or, at the 
ſame time they approve themſelves to our minds 
by concluſive reaſonings, affect our hearts, and 
gratify our imaginations, by lively application to 
the paſſions. Further, Our performances in 
publick, may be rendered engaging, by correct 
ſpeaking, and the graces of pulpit oratory; or, 
an object of indifference, by total inattention to 


them. The preacher, who diſcerns the figns of 


the times, and perceives the cauſes which gradu- 
ally depopulate our houſes of worſhip, will ſe- 
riouſly conſider each of theſe remarks ; and, if 
defirous of leſſening their influence, will exert 
himſelf that he may be, in publick, reſpectable, 
agreeable and uſeful : And this he will find, by 
experience, always true—that by conſtant ex- 
ertions, he may acquire, m ſome degree, not 


only the ſeveral qualifications of an acceptable 


preacher, but growing excellence in them: To 
him that hath, ſhall be given; but from him that 
bath not, ſhall be taken away, even that which be 
hath, 


THE important queſtions, in natural and re- 
vealed religion, are now read by great numbers; 
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and are often introduced by them into converſa- 
tion with malicious deſigns, or, with ſincere 
wiſhes of being more fully confirmed and in- 
ſtructed in them. A Miniſter of religion ſhould, 
then, be well read in them, that he may defend 
himſelf when attacked, and ſupport and ſtrengthen 
thoſe, who wiſh not to be drawn aſide, by an e- 
vil heart of unbelief. How aukward a Miniſter 
of religion muſt appear, when uninformed upon 
ſubjects, which are the principal object of his 
profeflion ! How diſgraceful, when unable reſ- 
pectably to defend thoſe truths, which he publick- 
ly aſſerts are neceſlary to be believed and obeyed, 
in order to future pardon and falvation May 
not his inability be extenſively hurtful ? Will 
not Infidels triumph, when they find themſelves 
able to overcome thoſe, in diſputation, who 
ſhould be the able defenders of religion ?—Will 


not the well-diſpoſed be likely to deſert a cauſe, 


which its profeſſional ſupporters acknowledge, by 
their conduct, weak and indefenfible ?!—Nor is 
it a diſficult taſk to render ourſelves able and 
reſpectable defenders of the great truths of na- 
tural and revealed religion :—They have been 
repeatedly attacked with the whole force of wat, 
ingenuity, and manly reaſonings; but they have 
hitherto well ſupported their poſts, and are ſup- 
poſed ſufficiently tenable, by men, to ſay the leaſt 
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ment, as we in fact do, but that we ſhould dif- 


unimportant ceremonies, which believed and 
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of them, as ſenſible and as learned as their ene- 
mies. The arguments upon theſe queſtions, on 
each part, are largely delivered in the oppoſite 
writings of thoſe who take the different ſides; 
and may ſoon be maſtered by patience and in- 
duſtry. | | 


CHARITY and CATHOLICISM form a tribute, 
which we really owe each other, in this ſtate, 
where all things are ſeen through a glaſs darkly.— 
Opinions. ſo much depend upon cauſes over 
which we have no command, that it appears to 
perſons of enlarged thought upon the ſubject, ſur- 
prizing, not that we ſhould differ ſo much in ſenti- 


fer ſo inconſiderably. Further, it is evident to 
thoſe who have moſt impartially / contemplated 
the differences amongſt Chriſtians, that they ge- 
nerally ariſe upon ſpeculative articles of faith and 


practiced, have no tendency to make men better; 
and that the moſt important of them are conſiſt- 
ent with the unaffected goodneſs of their ſup- 
porters, We claim the right of thinking for 
ourſelves without abuſe and injury: Are we not 
unjuſt and ungenerous, then, in refuſing others 
the ſame liberty? We are confident our ſcheme 
of Chriftianity is the only orthodox and ſalvable 
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ſcheme ; they are as confident their ſcheme is 
the only orthodox and ſalvable ſcheme ;—until we 
can gain, therefore, an infallible judge to deter- 
mine between us, let us look upon each other 
with mildneſs, and embrace with affection; re- 
membering that we may be miſtaken ; and, if 
right, ſtill our opponents, with all their errours, 
may be the beloved diſciples of cur1sT. This 
temper our preſent ſituation perſuades us to cul- 
tivate : Sects are continually multiplying around 
us—they all have the ſame protection 0” law, 

with that to which we ourſelves belong ; and. 
there is no other way, perhaps, of living agree- 
ably together, and doing honour to that religion 
whoſe genius deſervedly ſtiles it, the Religion of 
peace and love. But Zealots will angrily exclaim, 
What ! ſhall we, for any temporal bleſſings, 
ſacrifice, upon the altar of errour and deſtruc- 
tion, the faith once delivered to the ſaints ? 


Shall we look upon thoſe with kindneſs, who 


are the enemies of 60D and jxsvs ? Defend your 
principles !—it is the duty of every Chriſtian to 
ſupport, with firmneſs and ſpirit, that faith of 
which he is honeſtly perſuaded : But what need 
of any other weapons to guard it from violation, 
than ſober reaſoning, ſound criticiſm, and ſerip- 
tural evidence, urged with meekneſs, candour, 
and good-nature ?—With and pray the Source of 
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all truth and juſt impreſſions, to guide thoſe 
who oppoſe you into all neceſſary truth, and to 
create them anew after his image! But while 
the Supreme Judge aſſures you he deſires not 
their condemnation, and is daily viſiting them 
with his mercies, dare not yourſelves to eye them 
with hatred, or, to vilify and abuſe them 


As we are confined, in our miniſterial con- 
verſation and labours, chiefly, to particular diſ- 
tricts, we muſt depend principally upon the 
good opinion of thoſe with whom we dwell, for 
a character which ſhall acquire us general eſteem 
and extenſive uſefulneſs. Experience proves 
that, in our private characters we may be un- 
exceptionable, and, in our publick manners 
and performances truly reſpectable; and yet our 
hearers ſhall appear ſcarcely acquainted with us, 
and very indifferent about forwarding our good 
fame and uſefulneſs. Would we worthily pur- 
chaſe their warmeſt affection, and their ſpirited 
endeavours to render us reſpected, uſeful and 
happy—we muſt ſeek an acquaintance with 
them and their families—by our affability, con- 
vince them we are happy in their company and 
are ready to promote their happineſs in private 
as well as in publick—by our ſympathy, that 
we mourn with them when afflicted, and wiſh 


2 
to to lighten their ſorrows. by our cheerfulnels; 
that we rejoice in their welfare, and with to 
make them happy. A well- timed and judicious 
courſe of viſiting, warmly attaches our people to 
our perſons and intereſts; gives us an extenſive in- 
fluence over them, and enables us to do them much 
good, in the moſt agreeable way: It is, alone, a 
balance to many of the cauſes which are produc- 
ing our ee and incapacity * nn 


FINALLY, Would we be reſpeAtable/ as Mn. 
iſters of religion, we muſt act with firmneſs and 
conſtancy, according to the great rules of the 
community of Chriſtians to which we belong. 
Governments of a civil and religious kind, may 
be admirable in theory; but they then only ac- 
quire ſtrength and dignity, when their printi- 
ples are regularly carried into action Amidſt 
the great number of forms of Church govern- 
ment, we may chuſe without controul ; but 
when we have choſen our form, we can never 
become reſpectable and uſeful, but by acting 
with uniformity, agreeably to its ſpirit How 
happy would it have been for the congregational 
Church, if her members had ſteadily acted upon 
theſe principles! Her diſtinct kind of govern- 
ment would, before this time, have been clearly 
defined by facts, and eſtabliſhed by immemorial 
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uſage We now have, in my mind, the ſepa- 
rate parts of that character in a Miniſter of 
Chriſtianity, which will render him reſpected, 
beloved and uſeful, at this particular period of 
time; and which will be daily growing more ne- 
ceſſary, while our preſent ſituation continues 
That character, which all our order ſhould or- 
et for themſelves, and which ſhould 
coveted for their Miniſters by Al der Chabchess 
ur is pious and amiable - reſpectable and agree- 
able in his publick performances catholick and 
generous in his ſentiments and conduct - accom- 
pliſhed as a defender of natural and revealed re- 
ligzon—decently ſociable with his people firm 
and regular in his conduct as a member of the 
particular communion of Chriſtians to which he 
— 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


MAY you ever be diſpoſed to ſhine in your 
profeſſion, and to give the Miniftenal Character 
all the reputation and uſefulneſs of which it is 
capable! If you ſoberly think, the moſt powerful 
motives will urge you to the moſt active endea- 
vours that you may excel. Every thing in the 
religion you teach is worthy your warmeſt ap- 
probation; and proves you cannot be more wor- 
thily ambitious than of giving it deſerved influ- 
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ence over the hearts and manners of men: — The 
great object of its worſhip and enjoined ſervice, 


is the moſt venerable and lovely Being we can 


conceive : Perfect in every excellence: His ſer- 
vice perfect freedom: The beſt friend of the 
good man: The beſt friend of the penitent ſin- 
ner - determined only upon the exemplary pun- 
iſnment of thoſe who are obſtinately vicious: Its 


Founder, the brightneſs of the Father's glory, and 


expreſs image of his perſon ;—that perfect form 
of virtue and benevolence which the wiſe and 


good, in every age, have wiſhed might appear, 


and illuminate the dark valley of the ſhadow of 
death, in which we are deſtined to live: Its doc- 
trines and precepts ſublime, purifying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation and obedience : Its mo- 
tives the moſt animating the human mind can 
contemplate, or which can influence the paſſions : 
Its aſſiſtances juſt ſuch as we would wiſh to com- 
fort and invigorate us in this ſtate of difficult tri- 
al !—Your ſituation will be pleaſing, though 
difficult; indeed its difficulties will enjoin upon 
you with greater effect the important leſſon, cov- 
et earneſtly the beſt gifts :—Many ſenſible and reſ- 
pectable perſons are now your hearers, and have 
warmly ſupported your intereſt, becauſe they 
reſpect and love you, and have full confidence 
in you, that you will never be content with me- 
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diocrity of character, but exert every ability to 


excel: And in the principal town of this County 
depend upon a ſucceſſion of ſuch perſons to be 
your conſtant hearers, and upon many occaſion- 
al ones from the various parts of the country, 
whom buſineſs and pleaſure may invite ! The 
man who ſettles with a diviſion may expect to be 
more critically eyed, than he who 1s eſtabliſhed 
without oppoſition ; and cannot keep the ſame 
ſtanding, with an equal in abilities and virtues 
in a different ſituation, without ſuperiour exer- 
tion! The period in which you live, requires 
every endeavour to render the character of a 
Miniſter eſtimable, and his labours ſucceſsful ! 
Yet be not diſcouraged !—human abilities alone, 
when ſtrenuouſly exerted, can do much more than 
weare ready to imagine ; and may do all things ne- 
ceſſary in the moſt arduous ſtations, when aſſiſt- 
ed by his powerful aid, who once ſaid to a diſheart- 
ened and ſupplicating ſervant, my grace is ſufficient 
for thee. When caſt down with gloomy proſ- 
pects and events, think of the rewards of acting 
well which will attend you in this ſtate—the 
high gratification which muſt ariſe from a ſenſe 
of fidelity and an approving mind : Carry your- 
ſelf forward in imagination to that ſolemn day, 
when you ſhall appear before the Judge of quick 
and dead, and if you have been faithful, receive 
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a crown of immortal glory! Theſe contempla. 
tions will revive your ſpirits, and animate your 
reſolution with freſh vigour |—May cop ar. 
MIGHTY add length to your days, luſtre to your 
reputation, growing uſefulnefs to your labours, 
and unfading glory to make glad your future 
exiſtence ! 


MY BRETHREN OF THIS CHURCH AND so- 
CIETY, 

WE commend this our Friend to your moſt 
cordial eſteem and continued love: We are perſuad- 
ed of his good abilities, and have confidence ih 
his good diſpoſitions : Do every thing in your 
power to make him eminent and ſucceſsful in 
his ſtation—< Strengthen his hands and encou- 
© rage his heart by every kind and generous ſer- 
< vice.” But why need J urge theſe things upon a 
Society, who have diſcovered ſo warm an attach- 
ment to his perſon and labours? We leave him 
with you, firmly perſuaded you will do every 
thing to render him reſpectable, uſeful and happy. 


+ MY BELOVED HEARERS OF EVERY CLASS 
AND DESCRIPTION, 

SUFFER the word of exhortation, and ſuffer 

it not to paſs from your minds without its ſuit- 

able effect. The world paſſeth away, and the luſt 
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| thereof; but he that doth the will of cob, abideth 
forever : This earth ſhall fink into ancient cha- 
os and confuſion ; but from its ruins ſhall ariſe 
| a fairer fabrick — the new heavens and the new earth, 
| wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs : The good man and 
ö faithful follower of jzsus ſhall die and moulder 


into duſt but from his aſhes ſhall ariſe a body 
free from every unworthy luſt—incorruptible, 
immortal, and fully capacitated for the preſence of 
Gob, where is fulneſs of joy; and for a ſeat at his 
right hand, where are pleaſures forevermore.—The 
gift, then, which riſes ſuperiour to all other 
gifts, is unaffected goodneſs, the temper of the 
goſpel—for this we ſhould inceſſantly pray 2 
unweariedly labour. 


MAY cod, the Source of all bleſſings, hear our 

b prayers, and crown our endeavours with 
ſucceſs, through the mediation of his Son, 

| our LORD and Saviour. 


AMEN. 
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GIVEN TO THE REV. MR. BANCROFT, BY THE RRV. 
ux. HARRINGTON, or LANCASTER, 


— ͤ 


DEAR SIR, 


As the ſecond Chriſtian Church and So- 
ciety, in this place, have elected you to the Paſ- 
toral Office among them ; and you have accepted 


their invitation: We do now, agreeably to the de- 


ſign of our preſent aſſembling, ſolemnly ſeparate 
you to that important office :—We ordain you a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, with authority to ordain 
others alſo, to preach the Word, to adminiſter 
the Seals of the New Covenant, and to diſcharge 
all the duties of ſo high and important a ſtation, 
and, in the name of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
commit this Church and People to your paſtoral 
care, Therefore, 


TAKE heed to yourſelf—ſee that your own re- 
ligion be real—that your faith be the reſult of 
impartial enquiry, and a vital, active principle. 
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E that your obedience be cheerful and un- 
reſerved, pure from ſuperſtition, pure from en- 
thuſiaſm. Give all diligence to make your own 
calling and election ſure, leſt after you have 


preached unto others, tremendous thought ! you 
yourſelf ſhould be caſt away ! 


LET your converſation be, as becomes an Am- 
baſſadour of cxrIsT—This people, mankind, 
and 6op Almighty, expect it of you. 


SOME, alas! ſome, have by their immoralities 
diſhonoured the ſacred character, and given moſt 
awful occaſion to the enemy to blaſpheme—but 
we hope better things of you, even ſuch as ac- 
company falvation. And, 


REMEMBER, that although the efficacy of di- 
vine ordinances doth not ſtrictly depend on the 
ſanctity of the Adminiſtrator, yet that conſpi- 
cuous piety and goodneſs will give © weight to 
counſel, edge to reproof, and force to exhortation.” 


PURSUE thoſe parts of learning, which ſhall 
moſt effectually ſubſerve the important purpoſes 
of the Miniſtry—in ſpecial, give yourſelf to the 
prayerful ſtudy of the Sacred Oracles, thoſe in- 
exhauſtible fountains of true wiſdom and know- 
ledge, 
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LET humility and meekneſs, charity, and true 
catholiciſm adorn you—and a fervent, well- di- 
rected, and juſtly nn. * 1 8 with - 
in you. | 
BE firm in your adherence to truth and duty, 
whatever oppoſition may ariſe againſt you. 


o, MAN of 60D, follow after righteouſneſs» 
be an example to believers in fpirit, in purity, in 
every grace, ſocial and divine—Whatever things 
are true, are honeſt, grave, and venerable—are 
juſt, pure, kind and amiable—if there be any 
virtue, if there be any praiſe, hin on, ſearch 
out, and practice theſe things. 


AS it is yours to lead in the offices of devo- 
tion, let all your addrefſes at the Throne of 
Grace, be agreeable to the divine word: And in 
your applications to this People, declare the 
whole counſel of 60D, and the counſel of 60D 
only :—Call no man maſter on earth—for one on- 
ly is your Maſter, even curisT—preach there- 
fore the preaching which he biddeth—rightly di- 
vide the word of truth—and give to every one 
his portion in due ſeaſon, | 


PREACH CHRIST to this people in the glories of 
his perſon, in his dignity as Mediator, and in the 


my n _ * 
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importance of his offices Determine to know 
nothing among them, but jrsus chRTSTH and 
him crucified, and teach them to obſerve all 


things which ur hath commanded. 


LET the children and youth of this people 
have a proper ſhare of your attention : Let it be 
your care to inſtitute them in the principles of 


true Chriſtianity—and as far as in your ſphere, | 


to form their minds to honour, to virtue and pi- 
ety: Ves, take heed to the whole flock of Gon, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Over- 
ſeer, to feed the Church of Gop, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. 


DISPENSE Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lonxp 
to ſuch, as the Scriptures preſent as proper ſub- 
jects : Adminiſter diſcipline, according to the 
laws of CcxRIsT, with impartiality ;—aſpire not 
to dominion over the faith of this people, but 
ſtrive to be an Helper of their joy—neither on 
the one hand act as lord in the heritage of Gon, 
nor on the other reſign any of thoſe rights di- 
vinely connected with the ſacred character. 


IN the induction of others to the Miniſterial 
Office, be cautious—be circumſpect lay hands 
ſuddenly on no man—and be not partaker in 


other men's ſins. 
. 
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voux work is honourable, even to preach the 

unſearchable riches of cur1sT, and to hold forth 

the word of life; and it is difficult alſo, rightly 


to adapt yourſelf to perſons, times and things 
but it is very important, for the glory of cop, 
the honour of cxRtsT, the reputation of relig- 
jon, the ſalvation of this people and of your own 
ſoul, are concerned herein: You are not as of 
yourſelf ſufficient for this, but be of good cou- 
rage—my grace is ſufficient for you, ſaith the Log. 


vou have freely entered into the vineyard— 
the vows of Gop are upon you, and to him you 
are accountable. 


Your time of ſervice is uncertain—let then 
the love of jrsus conſtrain you to diligence and 
fidelity, and to watch for the coming of your 
LoRD—and bleſſed is that ſervant, whom his LoRD, 
When he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing—On this condition, 


REMEMBER, Sir, that though ae ſhould 
not be gathered, yet your work fhall be with the 
LORD, and your reward with your 6op—and 
that, as to yourſelf, at leaſt, your labour cannot 
be in vain in him. 


WE charge you before cop, and the LoRD JE- 
sus CHRIST, Who ſhall judge both the quick and 
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the dead at his appearing, Preach the Word 


be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon rebuke, 


reprove, and exhort with all long- ſuffering and 
doctrine - ſhew uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſinceri- 
ty and ſound ſpeech, which cannot be condemn- 
ed that you may approve yourſelf a faithful 
Miniſter of the New-Teſtament. 


TH1s charge we commit unto thee—ſee that 
thou fulfil it and when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear, thou ſhalt receive a Crown of Glory— 
and that you may, we commend you to him, 
who 1s able to keep you from falling, and to 
preſent you faultleſs before the Father with ex- 
ceeding joy. 


NOW to him, who ſitteth on the Throne, and 
to the Lamb be glory forever and ever. 


AMEN, 
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RIGHT HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 


GIVEN TO THE REV. MR. BANCROPT. BY THE REV. 


MR. ADAMS, or LUNENBURG. 


REASON is a diſtinguiſhing faculty in 
man; but religion is ꝓis greateſt ornament and 
glory. To be deſtitute of a prevailing regard to 
the Deity, and his worſhip, is an evidence of 3 
baſe and degenerate ſpirit. It is a doubt, whe- 
ther it can be truly affirmed of any of the ſons 
of men, that they have no ideas of a Go, or im- 
preſſions of religion. However, to be rational 
believers in the Goſpel of chRIST, is the happy 
attainment of comparatively but a few. Yet in 
this part of the world the inſtitutes of jesvs are, 
for the moſt part, revered, amidſt the ſpread of 
vice and infidehty.—A goodly majority, in all our 
towns, are friends to the Chriſtian Revelation, 
and diſpoſed to maintain the publick diſpenſation 
of jt. And the faithful Miniſters of this rely: 
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gion, as being eſteemed important characters, 
are generally heard with attention and treated 
with reſpect. From ſuch a ſpirit proceeded the 
ſolemnities of this day. And though this tranſ- 
action, from the peculiar circumſtances preceding 
it, may be viewed in different points of light, by 
men of different connexions, and modes of think- 
ing; yet, as it manifeſts a regard to'GoD and his 
MESSIAH, cannot fail of meeting the warmeſt ap- 
probation of the unbiaſſed, the diſcerning and 
virtuous.—To. the reverend gentleman, now in- 
ducted into office, no objection can be made. 
On the contrary, his benevolence of heart, litera- 
ry accompliſhments, andꝭ catholiciſm of ſenti-. 
ment, deſervedly entitle him to eſteem and regard. 


ruis Council impreſſed witha ſenſe of his quali- 
fications and merit, have directed me to welcome 
him into the Miniſtry, by a rite of ancient ſtand- 
ing in the Chriſtian Church; a rite expreſſive of 
equality and friendſhip. Wherefore, 


DEAR SIR, 

IN obedience to their direction, as well as in 
compliance with my own inclination, I now pre- 
ſent you the s0CIAL HAND :—A facred token that 
we view you worthy to take part of this Miniſ- 
try with aurſclves ; that we approve the ſtep 
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taken for your introduction into the office; that 
you are veſted with all the powers of a Goſpel 
Biſhop ; and therefore, that we are ready to hold 
communion with, and lend you our beſt aſſiſt- 
ance ; whilſt a return of the like kindneſs, if oc- 
caſion ſhould require, is expected from you.— 
We rejoice in you, brother, as a'fellow-helper to 
the truth. We wiſh you a long and a happy 
Miniſtry. May you do much good, enjoy laſting 
peace with this ſociety, experience the pleaſure 
of Chriſtian Communion, anticipate the joys of 
heaven; and at laſt be received to that world, 
where they that have turned many to righteouſneſs, 
Hall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever. © ' 


To this newly formed cyurcn and SOCIETY, 4 
particular apDpREss may not be 1mpertinent, 


HONOURED AND BELOVED, 
* AGREEABLY to the principles of the Gol. 
pel, as explained by Proteſtants, confirmed by 
Platform and the third article of the Bill of 
Rights, you, who not long ſince, aſſembled with 
the ſtanding Religious Society in this town, have 
now, purſuant to the dictates of your conſciences, 
ſeparated from it, become a diſtinct Church and 
Religious Society, called a Miniſter, and have 
had him this day ſolemnly ſet apart to the work. 
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ufs conduct, we are ſenſible, is by ſome, 
thought irregular, ſchiſmatical, and of danger- 
ous conſequence ; but that the concluſion is haſ- 
ty and not well-founded, may appear Praha, 
from the Ws reaſons : 


BECAUSE a bodies of men e right 
to worſhip GoB; in ſuch time and place, in ſuch 
manner and form, as ſeems to them moſt conſo- 
nant to his word; and alſo to chuſe their own 


teachers. 


BECAUSE the town of Worceſter, united, is an 
object too great for the attention and care of a 
ſingle Miniſter ; and their ability is competent 
0 the decent ſupport of two teachers of religion 
and morality. 


BECAUSE there is no reaſon to think that this 
ſeparation proceeded from prejudice or unchriſt« 
ian temper towards your brethren, (in which 
caſe alone could it be deemed ſchiſmatical) but 
only from a defire of being nouriſhed up in the 
words of faith and good doctrine, by a man of your 


own choice. 


BECAUSE authentick documents evince that 
you made fair propoſals to. your brethren, re- 


lative to worſhipping in one aſſembly, which 
were el previous to War ſeparation.“ 


* 
PO? 


BECAUSE, however novel and unprecedented 
your conduct to ſome may appear, numerous in- 


» The author probably refers to the repeated us and the vari- 
ous unavailing propoſals of the addreſſed, toaccommodite their meaſures, 
not more to their o2v7, than to the ſatisfaction and rights of thoſe from 
whom they diſſented ; and by mutual condeſcenſions, to ſhare, equally, 
the inconveniencies neceſſarily reſulting from a difference of taſte and ſen- 
timent among the feveral members of a populous town. Inhabitants, 
whoſe earlieſt endeavours for the choice of a Miniſter, gave weight to an 
opinion, previoully prevailing, that they never could write in one man— | 
after exertions evinced the neceſſity of a ſeparation, or an accommodation 
by condeſcending as above: The diſcerning ſaw—and the honeft, gen- 
erally acknowledged the difficulty, and propoſed their expedients. The 
minor, aggrieved, in being committed to the care of a Paſtor, by a vote 
of the major, muſt have failed of that ſatisfaction, comfort, and advan- 
tage, which they wiſhed to enjoy, and had a right to expect from the one 
elected by a vote of their own ;—willing, however, and the world 
judge if the propoſals were equal, that the man, apptoved by the town, 
ſo far as to have preached three ſeveral times, as a Candidate, on their 
invitation, ſhould be ſettled, and have for his Colleague any other per- 
fon, that might be agreeable to, and the excluſive choice of thoſe who 
hoped to be better ſuited : The minor, as a laſt expedient, aſked, what” 
it ſhould ſeem could never be denied, the precious privilege of parting 
in love, and ſriendſpip, and providing, at their own expence, for the pub- 
lick, ſocial worſhip of their o: lt remained, either to continue the 
uncomfortable ſtruggles for an unchriſtian major vote, creative of party 
zeal, rage and bitterneſs, or to form, from a town, confeſſedly too big 
for the attention of one man, a ſmall Society, of ability ſufficient for a 
ſeparate pariſh, Previous to the ſeparation, a particular aſſociation, with 
proper covenants, were made and ſigned for that purpoſe. The Society 
have met with the publick approbation of a moſt reſpectable Council, and 
in a religious view are completely formed: They would be till happier, | 
in a righteous ad;uſtment, and exchange of kindneſs, with their ſiſter 
Society and Church, and in conforming their outward, legal ſtanding, 
to the wiſhes of the good. It is moſt ardently to be prayed, that the 
members of each, and every Chriſtian body, having one great common 
Parent, Maſter, ſervice and JUDGE ; meaſuring by the ſame golden 
rule, believing in one goſpel of reconciliation, and influenced by its pure 
and divine precepts, would read the hiſtory of a new-born Church, as 
glad tidings of great joy, and open to the kindred Infants the boſom of 
tenderneſs, charity and peace, 
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ſtances of a ſimilar nature, have taken place in 
the moſt reſpectable towns of the government; 
which though they might occaſion a temporary 
ſuſpenſion of religious intercourſe, were producy 
tive of no Ia ng * and diſtance, 


_ 


SHOULD it be ſaid that your Church was not 
regule ly Anna.” as none of the neighbouring 
Churches or Paſtors were preſent on the occa- 
fon ; it may be replied, that however deſirable 
this would have been, yet, not eſſential to the being, 
of a regular Congregational Church. Religion is 
a voluntary act, a tranſaction between Go and 
our own ſouls; and the form of àa Church is nok ᷑.— 
thing more than a viſible covenant publicki ©. 
entered into with Go and one another. This ©" 
you have done. You have witneſſed a good confeſ 
on; have ſubſcribed with your own hands the 
LORD, and ſurnamed yourſelves by the name of 1s- 


RAEL, in a covenant that we hope may never 
be broken. | 


1" 


THAT ſome Paſtors from the vicinity were not. 
preſent at this ſolemn tranſaction,* if any fault 


G 


The tranſactions were theſe, A religious covenant having been pre- 

- viouſly prepared, and publickly communicated to the Society, and ſubs 
mitted to the peruſal and conſideration of individuals in private, a Ser- 
mon preached, touching the formation of a Church, and the nature, de- 
lign, and tendency of Chriſtian Communion, A ſpecial Lecture was ap- 
pointed, and twe of the neighbouring Miniſters invited to be preteaty nur 
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ſervants of chRIST, ſo fully apptobate ye 


the Goſpel. 


. 
at at all, is a fault not to be imputed to you, b I 
to them, as they were invited to attend. 


WHEREFORE, HOLY BRETHREN, fartakers £ fl 
Beavenly calling, ſince you appear ppſſeſſed of 
the prerequiſites of a'regular 2 we, th 


proceedings, that, with the utmoſt cheerful wack 
we acknowledge you a Siſter Church, in gull 


ſtanding; and accordingly hold forth to I 


the RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 


* . 


= 


i ine time'we lament that thoſe are 
be found, «ho, upon the minuteſt differences i 
opinion and practice, are ready to countenait 
and cauſe diviſion. - May ſuch conſider that the 
religion of cu was deſigned to unite and i 
to divide mankind ; and that different - ſent 
ments always have, and always will be held (aß 
ing from the nature of man) upon many pol 
relating both to the doctrines and the order a 
But as the Miniſters of cuni 
have ONE COMMON WORK, ONE GREA 
IMPORTANT END in view, the making read) 


was it known until the appointed day, that they would be abſent : "This 
Lecture was preached as propoſed, and after Sermon the Covenant 
again publickly read, and thoſe who had opportunity for thorough cons 
fideration, and withed to become members, in the face of the worſhipping 
aſſembly, ſolemnly ſubſcribed their names to it. Thus was the Chur 


gathered, at the manger of bp which, /:me—-ſome people affeRt to os 
ſhocked 1 i 2 N 


